
WORKING FAITH

James 2:1-26

The theme of the book of James is spiritual maturity. This book promises to be a very challenging, convicting study for all of us! Don’t give up. Make a commitment to seeing this study through to its end. It WILL make you uncomfortable at times, but this the way God refines us and grows us in a closer walk with Him. There is no other place to be! God bless you study of this book!

DAY 1

Before you begin…Pray for the Spirit’s help! Pray for wisdom and truth. Read James 2 (whole chapter), in several versions if possible.

DAY 2

“Every believer has some statement of faith or personal expression of what he believes. Most churches have such statements and members are asked to subscribe to the statement and practice it. Most churches also have a “covenant” they read publicly, often when they observe the Lord’s Supper. Statements of faith and church covenants are good and useful, but they are not substitutes for doing God’s will. As a pastor, I have heard believers read the church covenant and then come to a business meeting and act in ways completely contrary to the covenant.’” (Wiersbe)

1.  In the previous lesson we learned the importance of examining the Word to discover what God desires us to do in our growing relationship with Him. As you consider the statement above, and James 2:1-26, what does “working faith” look like? 
2.  Choose one verse or phrase from James 1:13-18 that stands out to you. (It may be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, or something you want to examine further.) Write it here.

DAY 3

“The way we behave toward people indicates what we really believe about God! We cannot - and dare not - separate human relationships from divine fellowship.” (Wiersbe)

3.  Write down examples (from James 2:1-26) of the ways James illustrates the connection between human relationships and fellowship with God. What does this suggest about a person’s faith and how it’s lived out?

“The doctrine of God‘s grace, if we really believe it, forces us to relate to people on the basis of God‘s plan and not on the basis of human merit or social status. A “class church“ is not a church that magnifies the grace of God. When He died, Jesus broke down the wall that separated Jews and Gentiles (Eph. 2:11-22). But in His birth and life, Jesus broke down the walls between rich and poor, young and old, educated and uneducated. It is wrong for us to build those walls again; we cannot rebuild them if we believe in the grace of God.” (Wiersbe)

4.  Read Matthew 5, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. How does this passage compare to 

James 2? What specific circumstances do you think James was responding to in this passage? Is anything like this still happening today?

5.  Read Ephesians 2:11-22. In what ways to Christians build barriers between themselves? For example…what things do we use to “classify” people? 

6.  Find at least one scripture about judging others.

DAY 4

“Christian love does not mean that I must like a person and agree with him on everything. I may not like his vocabulary or his habits, and I may not want him for an intimate friend. Christian love means treating others the way God has treated me. It is an act of the will, not an emotion that I try to manufacture. The motive is to glorify God. The means is the power of the Spirit within (“for the fruit of the Spirit is love”). As I act in love toward another, I may find myself drawn more and more to him, and I may see in him (through Christ) qualities that before were hidden to me.” (Wiersbe)

7.  Jesus said that all kinds of people are our neighbors. What is more difficult: loving someone who is different from you or loving someone you just don’t like? How do you do this? Find one scripture about how Jesus related to the “lower class” and one about loving others.

The holocaust may be the most well-known example of what can happen when a group of people are judged by others as inferior, but it is not the only example. Pick up any newspaper or turn on any news channel and you’re bound to find a story about ethnic cleansing or genocide happening in Africa and other parts of the world. This is the polar opposite of what James is teaching in 

James 2:1-13. 

8.  What emotions does it prompt in you when you hear of horrible things such as the holocaust? Are we any better than those leading the charge of ethnic cleansing or other atrocities when we show favoritism or judgment? Wrestle with this a little bit and look at your own heart.

DAY 5

“We shall be judged by the “law of liberty.” Why does James use this title for God’s law? For one thing, when we obey God’s Law, it frees us from sin and enables us to walk in liberty (Ps. 119:45). Also, law prepares us for liberty. A child must be under rules and regulations because he is not mature enough to handle the decisions and demands of life. He is given outward discipline so that he might develop inward discipline, and one day be free of rules.” (Wiersbe)

9.  The relationship between law and liberty (freedom) can for some be tricky to understand. Read Psalm 119:45. Read Matthew 5:17. How does James speak to the truth of the Matthew passage in verses 12-13 of James 2?

“Someone has said that faith is not “believing in spite of evidence, but obeying in spite of consequence.”  When you read Hebrews 11, you meet men and women who acted upon God’s Word, no matter what the price they had to pay. Faith is not some kind of nebulous feeling that we work up; faith is confidence that God’s Word is true, and conviction that acting upon the Word will bring His blessing.” (Wiersbe)

10.  Write down all the times James states that faith without deed (or actions) is useless. Perhaps you’ve heard the phrase, “Faith is a verb.” What does that look like in real life? What is the blessing that comes from acting on your faith? Share an example. 

11.  Read Hebrews 11. In what ways does this list of faithful followers support the truth James presents in 2:14-26? Who do you relate to most?  

DAY 6
“Dynamic faith is faith that is real, faith that has power, faith that results in a changed life…Faith is only as good as its object…No matter how much faith a person may generate, if it is not directed at the right object, it will accomplish nothing. “I believe“ may be the testimony of many sincere people, but the big question is, “In whom do you believe? What do you believe?” We are not saved by faith in faith; we are saved by faith in Christ as revealed in His Word…True saving faith leads to action. Dynamic faith is not intellectual contemplation or emotional consternation; it leads to obedience on the part of the will. And this obedience is not an isolated event: It continues through the whole life. It leads to works.” (Wiersbe)

12.  James uses the example of Abraham and Isaac to demonstrate how faith and actions work together. Can you fine another example from scripture to illustrate this? How does the example you found support Wiersbe’s statement above, “Faith is only as good as its object?”
“James 2 emphasized that the mature Christian practices the truth. He does not merely hold to ancient doctrines; he practices those doctrines in his everyday life. His faith is not the dead faith of the intellectuals, or the demonic faith of others. It is the dynamic faith of men like Abraham and women like Rahab, faith that changes a life and goes to work for God.” (Wiersbe)

13.  What are the ancient doctrines James refers to in Chapter 2? What suggestions does he give for how to practice the “ancient doctrines?” In everyday life?

14.  Read the story of Rahab. (Joshua 2) What does this teach us in relationship to James 2?

MAKE IT PERSONAL

The following questions will be answered in prayer/share groups. Please be honest in your answers and prepare your heart to share with your group.  This is a safe place and your sisters in Christ are here to love you and support you in your walk. God will bless when we confess to one another (James 5:16) and have accountability in moving forward. 

15.  Rewrite James 2:1-12 as it if were specifically directed at you. Insert your name. What prejudices is James challenging in your life? Are you loving your neighbor? Are there specific “neighbors” that need to be loved more by you?

16.  Do a quick self-evaluation of your faith. Is yours more of an intellectual faith or one that is expressed through action? 

17. Not every act of faith is as huge as Abraham’s act of offering Isaac on the altar. What are some of the smaller ways you live out a working faith?

18. Pick the one verse in this chapter that is the most convicting for you. Put a star next to it in your Bible. Write it down here and memorize it. Let God’s Word challenge you this week and ask God to help you in your conviction. 

